
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Dear , 
 
Further to our previous correspondence regarding your request for the following information: 
 

 I have been to the national Archives and have obtained the detachment commanders report but the 
AWRE report (National Archives catalogue number ES 5/370) former reference from the original 
department T3/69 has been closed and is held by the MoD. 
 
I would like to obtain or have sight of the above report and would ask if you could direct me in order 
to achieve this? 

 
Your request has been handled as a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the 
Act). 
 
A search for the requested information within the Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) has now been 
completed, and we can confirm that the requested document is held, please find it attached at Appendix 1.  
  
Thes document has been redacted in line with Sections 24(1), 26(1)(b), 27(1)(a) and 40 (2) of the Act, which 
provides that a public authority may withhold information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely 
affect National Security, Defence, International Relations, and contains Personal Information. 
 
Section 40(2), consideration on applying this exemption is subject to whether the disclosure of any 
information would lead to identifying individuals, placing information pertaining to them into the public 
domain. This constitutes personal data which would, if released, be in breach of the rights provided by the 
current data protection legislation (Data Protection Act 2018 DPA 2018 and the UK General Data Protection 
Regulation UKGDPR), namely the first principle which states that personal data should be processed lawfully, 
fairly and transparently. It is our view that there is no lawful basis to provide this information. This is a class 
based absolute exemption, and no public interest test is required.  
 
Sections 24(1), 26(1)(b) and 27(1)(a) are qualified exemptions and as such there is a requirement to 
articulate the potential harm by conducting a public interest test (PIT). A PIT has been carried out, a 
summary is outlined below.  
  
Section 24 (1) provides that information is exempt if required for the purposes of safeguarding national 
security. Section 24(1) is a qualified exemption, which means that it is subject to a public interest test. We 
acknowledge the public interest in openness and transparency, but we consider that there is also a public 
interest in AWE protecting national security. Having reviewed the redacted material, we are concerned that 
disclosure of those technical data could contribute to the compromising of UK’s and global security,  
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We have therefore concluded that the exemption applies and that withholding the material serves the 
public interest better than release in this instance.  
 
Section 26(1)(b) states that information is exempt if its disclosure under the Act would, or would be likely to, 
prejudice (a) the defence of the British Islands or of any colony, or (b) the capability, effectiveness or security 
of any relevant forces.  
   
The factors for release are similar to those provided for the use of section 24 in as much as release of the 
information would provide greater openness and transparency. However, we consider that there is a high 
likelihood that the unredacted release of this document would provide information to individual(s) or state 
nation which could be used to garner specific technical knowledge about the UK’s nuclear deterrent, this 
knowledge would consequently prejudice the capability and effectiveness of the UK’s nuclear deterrent, 
compromising the defence of the UK and beyond.   
 
Section 27(1)(a) of the Act recognises the need to protect information that would be likely to prejudice 
relations between the United Kingdom and other states if it was disclosed. Section 27(1)(a) is a qualified 
exemption and as such we have considered where the greater public interest lies. Disclosure would meet the 
public interest in transparency and accountability; however, the effective conduct of international relations 
depends upon maintaining a high level of trust and confidence between governments. If the UK does not 
maintain this trust and confidence, its ability to protect and promote UK interests through international 
collaboration will be hampered, recognisably not be in the public interest. The disclosure of the redacted 
information would potentially damage the relationship between the UK and other states. The relationships 
are on-going and release of the data - even taking its age into consideration- are highly likely be taken into 
account by those states. This would result in significant reduction of trust, consequently reducing the UK 
Government's ability to protect and promote UK interests both now and with future collaborative defence 
projects which would not be in the public interest. For these reasons we consider that the public interest in 
maintaining this exemption far outweighs the public interest in disclosure.  
  
The balance of public interest was found to be in favour of redacting sensitive information for the purpose of 
safeguarding national security, defence and international relations. 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. If you have any 
queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first instance. 

If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled you have a right to request an internal 
review within 40 days of receiving this letter, by writing to information.requests@awe.co.uk or our postal 
address: Information Requests Team, AWE Aldermaston, Reading, RG7 4PR. If you are still unhappy after an 
internal review has been completed, under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 you have the right to take your complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office. Please note the 
Commissioner will generally not consider a complaint until you have exhausted AWE’s internal complaints 
process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
AWE Information Requests Team 
 





           

        

        

                    

                  

              

                

               

     

                 

                


















































































































































































































































































